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The life and work of Hugo Distler contains in a microcosm the agonies of our 
disrupted contradictory century. Distler was only six years old when the First 
World War broke out. After that, death and deprivations ruled in Germany for 
decades. Even in 1931, when Distler received his first position as organist in 
Luebeck, Germany was still tom by political and economic upheavals. These 
soon led to the holocaust of the Third Reich. Distler died as its victim in 1942 
during the fourth year of yet another war. 
In the midst of this terrestrial calamity, however, Distler wrote music of celestial 
beauty. He found his inspiration in Heinrich Schiltz, the great composer who had 
lived and worked in equally troubled times during the Thirty-Year War. And he 
found his texts partly in the Scriptures, partly in medieval and baroque literature. 
The Dance of Death was perhaps externally suggested by the old Totentanz 
stained glass windows in Luebeck's Marienkirche. Spiritually, however, this 
composition grew out of the antitheses of life and death, worldliness and 
spirituality, time and eternity, which had ruled the time to which Distler turned 
for inspiration and which were also ruling his own life and work. 
Distler used for the Dance of Death parts of a medieval morality play, written in 
the naive and earthly style of folk poetry. He prefaced and contrasted these 
spoken dialogues with aphorisms from Der cherubimische Wandersmann by the 
baroque mystic Angelus Silesius. Each of these profound and terse statements is 
built on an antithesis which reflects the basic polarity of the work. Through the 
music, however, Distler made these aphorisms rise above all earthly schisms, 
above all fear of death, and above human insignificance. He made them lead the 
way to the Eternal. 
Malcolm Johns 
Requiem Maurice Durufle 
IN'IROIT AND KYRIE 
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine: et 
lux perpetua luceat eis. 
Te decet hymnus, Deus, in Sion, 
et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem. 
( Exaudi orationem meam: 




Grant them eternal rest, 0 Lord: and 
let everlasting light shine on them. 
To thee, 0 God, praise is meet in Sion, 
and unto thee shall the vow be performed 
in Jerusalem. Hearken unto my prayer: 
unto thee all flesh shall come. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Five Childhood Lyrics 
1. Monday's Child (fraditional) 
2. The Owl and The Pussy-cat (Edward Lear) 
3. Windy Nights (R. L. Stevenson) 
4. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John (fraditional) 
5. Sing A Song of Sixpence (fraditional) 
Songs I Taught My Mothert 
(for mixed chorus and rhythm person) 
4. Happy Birthday, Beth 
Dance of Death 








Requiem Maurice Durufle 
I. Introit 
II. Kyrie 
III. Domine Jesu Christe 
IV. Sanctus 
V. PieJesu 
VI. Agnus Dei 
VII. Lux aeterna 
VIII. Libera me 
IX. In Paradisum 
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Domine Jesu Christe, Rex gloriae, 
libera animas omniumfuielium 
defunctorum de poenis inferni et 
de prof undo lacu; libera eas 
de ore leonis, ne absorbeat eas 
Tartarus, ne cadant in obscurum. 
Sed signifer sanctus Michael 
repraesentet eas in lucem sanctam: 
quam olim Abrahae promisisti et 
semini ejus. 
Hostias et preces tibi, Domine 
laudis offerimus. 
Tu suscipe pro animabus illis 
quarum hodie memoriam facimus: 
F ac eas, Domine, de morte transire, 
advitam 
quam olim Abrahae promisisti et 
semini ejus. Amen. 
0 Lord, Jesus Christ, King of glory, 
deliver the souls of all the departed 
faithful from the torments of hell and 
from the bottomless pit; deliver them 
from the mouth of the lion, lest 
Tartarus swallow them; lest they fall 
into the darkness. 
But let Saint Michael the standard-
bearer bring them forth into the holy 
light: which thou didst once promise to 
Abraham and his seed. 
To thee, 0 Lord, we render our 
offerings and prayers with praises. 
Do thou receive them for those souls 
which we commemorate today; 
make them pass, 0 Lord, from death to 
everlasting life. 
which thou didst once promise to 
Abraham and his seed. Amen. 
SANCTIJS and HOSANNA 
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Domine 
Deus Sabaoth. Pleni sunt coeli 
et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of Sabaoth. Heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Hosanna in the 
highest 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine 
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Pie J esu Domine, dona eis requiem. 
PIEJESU 
Blessed Jesu, Lord, grant them rest 
AGNUS DEi 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona eis requiem. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: 
dona eis requiem sempiternam. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
of the world: grant them rest. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
of the world: grant them eternal rest. 
WXAEIERNA 
Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine, 
cum samctis tuis in aeternum, 
quia pius es. 
Requiem aeternam 
dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis. 
May eternal light shine on them, Lord, 
with thy saints everlasting, 
because you are merciful. 
Rest eternal 
grant them, Lord, 
and may perpetual light shine on them. 
LIBERA ME 
Libera me,Domine, de morte 
aeterna in die ilia tremenda, 
quando coeli movendi sunt et 
te"a; dum veneris judicare 
saeculum per ignem. 
Tremens factus sum ego, et 
timeo, dum discussio venerit 
atque ventura ira, quando 
coeli movendi sunt et terra. 
Dies irae, dies ilia calamitatis et 
miseriae, dies magne et amara valde. 
Requiem aeternam dona eis, 
Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. 
Deliver me, 0 Lord, from eternal 
death on that awful day, 
when the heavens shall be moved, and 
the earth; when thou shalt come to judge 
the world by fire. 
I am seized with trembling, and 
I fear the moment when the trial comes, 
and the coming wrath, when 
the heavens shall be moved, and the earth. 
A day of wrath, that day of calamity and 
misery, an exceedingly great and bitter day. 
Grant them eternal rest, 0 Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
IN PARADISUM 
In paradisum deducant angeli: 
in tuo adventu 
suscipiant in martyres, 
et perducant te 
in civitatem sanctam Jerusalem. 
Chorus angelorum te suscipiat, 
et cum Lazaro quondam paupere 
aeternam habeas requiem. 
God's holy angels lead you to paradise: 
at your coming 
may the martyrs receive you, 
and conduct you 
into the holy city, Jerusalem. 
Choirs of angels sing you to your rest: 
and with Lazarus raised to eternal life, 
may you forevermore rest in peace. 
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